Dorchester - 606
St.Paul's ME Church

Harrisville Rd.
Harrisville,MD 1910

Access:Public

The present St. Paul's ME Church is 20' from the west
side of Harrisville Rd.; it faces east. The church is 26' across
the front facade and Lj0' in depth. The building is sided with
weatherboard and rests on concrete piers. This church was
built in 1910. The congregation dates from 1880 but it was not
always located at the present site. It is the only church in

the black community of Harrisville. The o0ld elementary school for

black children is still extant on the north side of the church.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present St.Paul's ME Church is 20'from the west
side of Harrisville Road; it faces east. The church is 26! across

the front facade and L0'in depth. It has an concrete bleck addition

on the west end that extends the length of the church 15', This

church was built on this site in 1910. The original site of the Chapel was
near this location but I have been unable to find it. The building 'is
gabled (east-west) and is reached by three concrete steps that lead

to double wooden single-paneled doors. There is an entrance tower

10' in width that has been extended at the top of the doorway

s0 now there is an entrance foyer as wide as the church. The tower

is louvered at the belfry and covered with imbricated shingles (wooden)

as is the front gable of the church (east). There is a short spire
atop the tower covered with composite shingles as is the roof. The
church is sided with weatherboard and rests on concrete piers.
There are three 1-over-1 clear glass rectangular windows en the
north side of the church and three identical windows on the south

side. An old schoolhouse is located on the northern end of the property.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The present St.Paul's ME Church was built in
1910 . The congregation dates from 1880 but they have not always

been located at the present address. The church was founded by black

freedmen (mostly farmers ). It is the central fixture in the black

community of Harrisville. The eld elementary school for black children

_1s still extant on the north side of the site.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EElFORM PREPARED BY
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James W.Clark,Historic Sites Surveyor
mmAMDWWN%?g %%§d¢08ﬁT%ﬁ%%0n on Afro-American LATE
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
20 Dean Street 269-2293
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Annapolis Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church D-606
Harrisville, Dorchester County, MD
Michael Hosford

Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis,
Southeast elevation
2/81






St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church D-606
Harrisville, Dorchester County, MD
Michael Hosford

Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, MD
Fast elevation
2/81



